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CHAP. IV. 


"The Chriſtian Paſſive Obedience, wnder theſe In- 
- vaders of © Legal. Rights. | 
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mere Wb, we ' have . "je and. ranted Fo 0kr Biſho s, &c. Magn. 

and 19 Pres Me of or Reds teh Uber ling = 
— + to have. and to bold, to them and their Heirs, of us, tc. 1. 
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and our Heirs for gen pry Charter, And much leſs, 
et any Records of ſuch Reſerves, 


I think, are. we to-ex 
En wee fo fir £ at -romjy For under 
them, the People were ſo far from making, or recordin 

any ſuch 'fancied Reſerves of Rights and Þr - 
they had not_ any Record of Laws byt what were in 
their Princes Brealts,- not ſo much as ſipulating for-any 
Rules whereby they would be.govern'd, but truſting and 
ſubmitting themſelves, to the Juſtice, and Diſcretion of 
their Rulers, as I have noted of the firi# Kings. 


' But this Contra, is fertch'd from the common Reaſon b 


and Nature ef things: there being no 'other way poſli- 
ble, as theſe Men fay, .whereby Civil Government ſhould 
take. Riſe. Now the -Natyre of things, is one and the 
ſame; to all Times and Places. And common Reaſon, muſt 
be as common to Eaſt as Weſt: to the Perſians and Romans 
under thoſe more ab/olute Powers ; as to the Goths, or 
Germans, or other-Northern Nations, who have provided 
better for popular Liberties. And therefore, if common 
Reaſon and che Nature of things, will carry ſuch an Or:- 
gizal Contra, the ground of Refiftance, for usz it would 
have done as-much for them. And if it was not ſuffi- 
cient, to authorize Reſiſtance in their Caſe, as theſe_men 
themſelves affirm, afſerting them to have been under a tye 
of Conſcience. to- Paſſive Obedience': it cannot ſuffice 
any more to do it in ours. Common Reaſon, and Nature 


of Government, - gives equal-proviſion to all, and as.much 


Original /Contra& to the SubjeQts of abſolute Emperors, 


_ as to thoſe of legal Monarchs: who, whatever Liberties 


and Proviſions they have more, have them not from com- 
mon Reaſon, but the ſpecial limitations of their own Laws. 
So that on this. account, we muſt*not- take more liberty 
to. our ſelyes, or- 
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make, our Caſe, in point of Reſiſtance,  _ 
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UL {in Fond And png © tot niake Re- 
ow, inſt wrautoritative ons or ; * tty for Rok 
anceg; needs not Superiority, but Parityz for we' may de- 
ky 16. fend onr ſe, ver againſt our "Equals. And when Kings a@il- 
; legally,-and invade Rights: in thoſe As, fay ſome, they 
have no Authority and ARts:done: ainſt Lajw, which are 
_ the Rule of the: NR 7s, Are" pelidicaby; powerleſr. So: that 
- we ma reſiſt them ſuch Caſs; as We may-our Equals; 

| they. ac 80g T an Kath ac _— Is s the RW 


d; $6 je F __ dane go not autho- 
for ny ; by. either. of them yet the Authority 
in . i Peron, And 8sto the dyeneſs.of Non- 

Veg: the Queſtionis not, whe- 
ther the illegal, x has any Authority3 but whether the 
 Sayereign thatadts ſo, retaius his Anthority. For Paſlive 

Obedience, is due to,the Pepſon in.Authority : and what- 
ever liberty. we might jg take, to oppoſe ſuch an- 
_Adtion; we muſt. keep r-ſauch a Perſon. If, 

for- beige a AQ, hei is Ho Oey Fa Father's the fifth: Com- 

. mandment ſays, Honor and obey him,” If he retains his 
Pp Aiuthorhy. over. r xs, and. 2 prog to. bees. he "_ or 
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Sl Power A'S ports pot 
God, we cane] Hoeds ok ef to hins. © And whilſt we'are 
ro be ſubje&, we muſt nor-refiſt : for when once we fall 


to warlike Reſiſting, there is an end. of SubjeQtion. So * | 


that ir-is not'enjough t6 fay, the IMegality'doth difaatho- 
rize the Aion, or  Lindes it from be ng binding; unleſs 
it alſo diſauthorize* the Perſon, and make a'Forfeiture of 
his Authority over us. -For-whilſt his Authority laſts, we 


a bound co continue his Subjedts 3 and that" tyes ug to. 


paſhve in ſuch ,Caſes, ©: +, 

(ow, a King may wy his Autority,: for 4l'be doth 
Ge inaucoricative, -and Hllegal -Adtions, He doth. not 
lofe Power, by abuſing his Poke, or ſtretching to make 
it.more ; nor make” away that real Antority which he has, 
by going beyond it in an. unautoritative AQ, or pretetd- 
ing to ſome Authiority ' which: he has not.” ; 

hat Autority, haye any Sovereign Powers, to make 
Laws 4 eainſt the true Religion? If t cir Autority i i3 from 
God, y am ſure he his ive them 0 Commiſſion, 1 
forbid what he has na ed... They £4 quite ag! 
che Rule of Legiſlation, why they employ it-ifi Ing 
Laws againſt him. And thoſe Eve: iy 7 no binding 
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Force from God: along with them, to RY  SubjeRs Fd 


their Obſervance... ig age if by inautoxitative Ads, be 
meant As: # 
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ing, and to "oblige others to" obey thews all Laws are 1nau-' 
toritative Acts, which are made againſt the true Religion: 
Byt yet,: they that urg this ObjeQion, will, not ſay , that 


apy Kage forfeit 4helf Crovres,” or eaſt their $ubjedts of 
age 7 Ale * Obedience, by, "making -perk enting 
Laws. they fay there is a neceſſity. of not refi- + 7uias 
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« ove him. And, I ſuppoſe, 
athorize this Sentence, if_it groſly 
om they fay.. In this Caſe, if 

ſays, 1 think they mult no 
"hy themſelves, fince his Say- 
| And accordingly, in- 
W [reverſe i it, ſo ſoon as they 

"upright Judge and Jury, 
nd -and pronounce aright. So that here's a 
oainf ng | pope ald have ruled it: 
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'God, . and;of their.own Realms. And yet of the 
: Kring: who were the illegal >AQors, ſtill .retaining 
their Sovereign . Autority, and holding the Sufferers' in 
their former-ſtate of Subjeds, and under an obligation of - 
 Conſcience- to Paſſive Obedience. And this is a clear © 
proof, . that God, 'tho he has given Rules to higher Pow- 
ers, which are Duties of Governors, and according to 
which, at the great Day, he will judge them himſelf: 
Yet, has not. made- theſe Rules of exercifing Power, Con- - 
_ dicions'of their holding Power, or Grounds of Forfeiture. 
- He himſelf, under. the moſt enormous Breaches of theſe » 
Rules, having plainly declared, by the inſpired Pen-men, 
of thoſe Princes that broke thi at they were (till in 
Autority, and that” their Subjects, as they would anſwer 
the contrary to him, . were to keep in their Obedrznce 
and - we to them notwithſtanding, So thaf whereſoever - 
any Forteiture of Crowns comes in, it muſt be, by ſome 
ſpecial proviſions ina Peoples own Laws. And where 
| ye many s eee, It will _ a Prince forfeit.in 
a legal way, by appointing ſome ſuperior Power'to tr 
the Fa, _ judicilly _— ou Forfeiture. But 1 
do. not conceive, how there can be. any legal: way of for- 
feiting, where the Prince is. declared 'by Law, to be the 
Sole Supreme, — | ; 
- Now, if unantoritative Ads do not difautorize the per- 
ſon, and; make him-fink into a private Man; but for all 
the, a. King continues ſtil} to be'a King: where is the 
Argument for Reſiſtance from ſuch inautoritative As? 
Yes, |} ſay they, when unjuſt Ads have” no Autoriry in vir- |, | 
tue of SelE-detence, we may: refiit, ard defend our ſelves a- ;f « Prov, 
gainſt thew. True, where there: is no other hindrance to Pe:/- Sc. 
reſiſting, and defending our ſelves by Arms,* but 'what is * *** 
to. be looked for-inthe ACtion. ' But Reſiſtance, and war- 4 
like Defeace, tho it-be-for af Ation,; muſt be of fome 
Perſan. - And what if there is ſomething to bar fuch Re- 
fiſtance, in-the Perſon ?.-As I think the Law appoints in'the 
- Perſons-of Father aud Mother,” when. it declares, be ory ; 
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| arch ar i death, Jt ſniteths 
10 the Per/oxs of Higher” Pewers, pr: It _ To hows 
to keep JubjeZ, and. mot to reſiſt them. © So-there is ſome- 
thing in, his perſon, to keep out. all-Reſiſtanee,'and arm- - 
ing againſt our. Sovereign.' The Argument for: not reſi-' 
ſting, or making a watlike Defence againſt him, is becauſe 
he is King. - And then, what takes off. this, and can be 
att Argument for Reſiſtance, mult be ſomerhig that doth 
_ unking him. | And-fince ſuch unautoritative Ads, are ho | 
F qrfeitures of Crownss 'tis plain, whatever other Immu- 
nities they are- a ground of, they are-no ground: of levy. - 
i Eels or- armed -Reliſtance. 
s, I take to be allliy good, and- ſufficient Ground, 
think jt'is the true Ground, of Submiſfion and Paſ- 
fv Ob edience, under illegal Violence'and Perſecutions. 
The- Alegal As, I canceive, has-nothing-in it elf to bar 
Self-defence ; having no Autority to bear: out and inforce 
RY as. may; ſeem, either: from God or./Man,” Not from 
; Godz;:for if his Law wow his A ty fu white 
K- 7 _ is. Law ſs Autority. of ety oln 
bo {apc Arora ines Kan ex Fr eo Laws, 
' which carry their Antority, - But the Autority of the 
ſon, is « Bar tothis way of Defence againſt our $6 ereign.” 
d whenthe Spyercign will do ſuch illegal AQs, tho” 
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- . on, to: aftive Performance: this Autority of his Perſon, 
doth/ notwithſtanding lay” on us an Obligation, of keep- - 
| ing ander- his Obedience, and making no warlike Reſi- 
ſtance. | 
And on theſe Grounds it will be eafie to-give & ratio- 
nal,”and plain Anſwer to thoſe' Queſtions, which the Di- 
ſputers for* Kefiſtance ſhall think moſt poſing, about che 
Authority of Kings, when they a& againſt Laws. 
+ Tf it be asked, What is a Kings Autority, when he 
doth ſuchillegal Acts? 'Tis/jJift the fame it was before he 
did them; for as he dotlt not pet, fo he doth not loſe 
any rightful, and real Autority thereby.” - 72 
But what doth his Autority give, to the illegal Att, or 
Order? Doth it authorize the Subjedts in an illegal thing? 
or make the Law, which forbids it, ceaſe to be a Rule 
to' them 2 No, the Laws of God and Men, are'to be the 
-Rules of conſcionable acting. The Autority of the Law, 
is the Autority of a Rule. And for a Rule, it is the beſt 
_ Autority.  And'an humane Law, is the beſt Humane Au- 
tority.-\ And where Kings, neither make, nor unmake and 
repeal Laws, alone; the King commanding in the Laws, is- 
.of more Autority to rule the. Subjets Atings, than the: 
King commanding againſt them. ' *- | | 
- And: what doth his Autority give him, as to-that par- 
ticular-illegal AQ? Not to be queſtionable, or account: .- 
able for it among Men, ar ceercible by-Force and armed' 
Oppoſition. ' And that, becauſe for all that a&; be is ſtill" 
ing, and we owe him SubjeQion. Receiving ſuch il- 
egal Atts from our King; we muſt receive them as Sab- 
jxas. And the obligation'of continuing Subjes, excludes: 
all Liberty of araii d Reliſtance, | | 
"Whence; ſay they; in. an illegal AQ, has. a Sovereign 
Prince this Autority > From the Fifth Commandment, and 
from all thoſe Commandmeats, that require Submiſſion,. 
-and Obedience, and being: fubje& unto Princes. ,For the 
© plain jmtent of all thoſe Precepts, as may ſufficiently: ap- 
pear, I think, from what I have faid: on this Argument 3: 
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The Reaſons of Nompeſſtuvce And bow it ne oe 
+ 9 80 Hibitrary Government, | 


Shalt: only addi now, . inthe Jalt place, concerning this 
Noen-re E, OT. Not 'arming oF invading Pririces, 
required:of, and: praftiſed. by the«firſt.and beſt Chriſtians, 
what Regards rhey .were ded eh and what Reaſons 
they looked'/ar, for rhis Obſervance.”  . \ 
r. 'The' feſt and chiefest,: wg in Reverence to God's Or- 
i nſomach. as ſe Rulers, . were Gods: Anointed, 
- bs Miniſters, or bis Picegerents. How can [ ſtretch forth 
my Band againſt Savl, fays David, and be guilada, ſeeing he 
# the: Lords ancimted. 1 Sam, xxvi..g:-and & x*1v. 6; And 
be that' reſiſts, ſhall receive Dammation, ow $. Part, 45-re> 
; the' rb God, Rom. xiii, 2. - And: he is the 
Miniſter” of God L: en cS-aom muſt needs be ſubje&, not\only 
for wrath, but alſo" for conſe Greece (okp, v..4, 5 And hke to | 
theſe, are" the Sayings-of the: Primitive Fathers, for Sub- _ 
| miſfion ts the perſeeuting Emperors, ' Tertuler grounds i... 
che "Duty of A we owethe Emperor, on-this, that S 
departed by: od; * a2ud bas bis Power from: the Jae, * apot 
| ee pe Bio bb Spirit: that /he- is-one;_f ory Deine <35-” 
2 moftro Doo conftitatue, ie. whons God has.op> IVY 
, 2x1}; 2'Dowinws' Dei vice; Gods Vicegerent, or a Loi. C34, 
br ne in Ode Place andiflend: whom + knowing. 3 Deo + 2d Scap. 
| "70 he-Godr _ every Chriſtion\ought of ng © ©. © 
{ ro-{dve, Fevepeitee;: and wi <a is. made the;$z. © 
be, in-their eyes, be- 
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groundief Su Dory Allegan, inthe Do@rine 
of our Church. gate 4 1s of 'hounden Duty, Obedi. 
ence, Submiſſion,. $a" 4 61008 to ag Higher Powers, for- 
as tub as they be Gods- Liehtenants, Gods, Preſidents, Gods 
Officers, &c.: ſays the Homily of Obedience Part;x... And a- 
gain; /ell SubjeiZr ars bound to obey thew;; yea though" they-be ' 
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yy 7, abba "TTY O27 Rinigh not to Ref ibs cl as 
Ebeft Kings: [the:infringers. of: Rights, as well 
as: the maintainers :of- .them-.Q. For all Men rightfully 4 in- . 
yelted with Power,: are Gods Mizi/ters, his Anointed, and 
bir-Ordinancey however they employ. their. Power. The 
= bee adn as well ; asthe-good5-at their worlt,. as well as at 
% their beſt times. Saul is. the- Lords; drointed; as well as 
| tam. David; +3 Zedekinb, as well as Joſiah 3: News, Domitizn, 
cleſiay, or other bloody Perſecuting” 6p} hg as well 
1.) "a o "cfoſt» juſtand\podly:Kings. * The yooe thet gaveithe 
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he lift-up his hand-agaioft him. 

2. :A ſecond Ground- of their Non-Reſiſtance, was in 
Patierice and Submiſſion to Gods - Providence. In ſuch hard 
Caſes, they were like to caſe their Suffering -by. Patience, 
and: make it worſe by Reſiſtance. Tz your Patience, ſays 
our Saviour, poſſeſs ye your Souls. | Luke 'xxi..19. When 
the Croſs was brought wpon them, they were called to 

' take it up, nat to drive it away ; to follow Chriſt in. bear- 
ing it themſelves, not to fellow the World in endeavour- 
ing to Force it-upon others: according. to thoſe Precepts 
of our Lord, for #aking np, and bearing: bis Croſs. Theſe 
Perſecutionsthey looked on,as ſent by God for tryal oftheir 
Patience, not of-their fighting Valor in making Reſiſtance : 
and were: carefo] under them, ro ſhew invincible Stour-: 
neſs in-Sufferings'z not refuſeto Suffer, and rather fight in 

their own Defence. 7he Cup, which zey Father: hath given. 
| 600 a0t Drink it £ Therefore put up thy Sward, fajd 

- ft. h./xviit.' 11; 'Zo' bere 35 the . Patience of the. Saints, 
lays S. John, noting what in their Perſecutions they ſought 
ro: Signalize, Rev.xiv.. 12. And, Abſit ut Divina Seda do- 
leat pats, -in quo probatur,: 'God' forbid this. Divine Se® _ 

| ſteald br agdinſ "Suffering, which is only Gods' way of Tryal oy. 
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| puts Cyprian ad Demct..P-!, gHy Reſiſtance; though we have Numbers more 


$95: Ed. Ox. .' © than enoneh, ſays $:Cyprian-.; Andrloe; bere 
| richer Faith, di Patiene af phe Saints, ſaid S. Jobs: Rev.xiii, 
-* __ 104.) They commined cbelr Rightste bim, when-deſpoiled 
-,. of. themiby unjuſt Force, and never: went about-to make 
-* Partics and'Tumyles, by Force-co Right. chem(elves ; to 
his Faith-they | hadalp big Jaſice,. his, Providence, 
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s his Rulers Now; 3s: for this later way; of. appointing 
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is viſibls.this cati by no;way.etreſtrainingovereigns;, who 
can be:n© longer: Soyerci cxats,-bat Bu SubjeQs,:if they have 
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'Befides; if Huch Confioap! whre IE? tg lite 
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game to:our ſelves, and'hot ſerureithen'oeaily, rharOchaii 
they are {ceured already: For theſeiCorrectbrs, beivgfihby 
je& to-like Qver- lights; Paſſions, and Miſheverncionth ap | 
ay/liable to; /Prevaricate-and. Violatethe: Laws; ay; ttiofs 
whom they are'fearco:Sul &; Eh kaws are! 
in the Hands of pood Kings 9:andbasothfete, in: thethihds 
of: ilLCorreQtors, | of zil] Kings: and) ſuck::Cortcfors, 
age every Whit as' able, and like: as-ofts;ro7be jH;and a+ 
buſe the Laws, as: King>dbemſcivess:: And what wedrefs 
for the Iovafions.andibetnoh of Laws, whearthey do amaiſ}} 
$0 ore this dith —__ rays, aw? Dilgale, 
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ak Good; 116 "when they fee ie Expedient, for they maſt 
5 zoPAt. 21s.not this to ſer Subjedts looſe, '\when they 
| ſex: Couſe.” And if they are &rbicrary Governors, who in 


uling are teftto/ Diſcretion: are not they” alſo, as'Arbi- 

-  kraxy- Su jects,who ir Obeyi ingareleft to Diſcretion? Now, 

> Cure Arbitrary''Power,' be: Arbitrary Obedience ;-is ro 
' Cure Tyrounien C Government; by no Government, 'which 
bas bad; nay, abundantly worle. . The very worſt of 
ar6; the Monitor: God. for: good,” iy compariſon 
'no:G -.One.Tyrant's Luſt: cannot Rifle all 
Viegins 5. nor. 1 Avarice,, devour: all: Eſtates; nor ' his 
R , FEA }all Perſonss. nor his Cruelty, cutoff the 
Common Wealth. . Butunder no Government, wreroe 
I will Governall. _ And that will be branched-out 
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a deftreable Prey, and ſiveep all before them. 4 Poor Max, 

| that oppreſſeth the Poor, is like a ſweeping Rain, ſays Solo- 
#20n.” Prov. xxviii. 3. : And think the Experience we have - 
had of late, in theſe three Realms, 'of the Rabbles Ruling. 
is enough -to convince. all Confiderate Men, that a 

. few months of their Expedition, is much more. full of | 
_— Injuſtice, and Inhumanity, and a great. 


more formidable, than a Tyrants whole Reign, 


oo 
» 
* 


% 


